
Landscaping Maintenance Quick 
Reference Guide 

• Water immediately and maintain good soil moisture for a minimum of 2-3 weeks. 
• Water in each area for approximately1hour per day. 
• Once grass begins to grow, reduce watering to 2-3 times per week. 
• Mow at a recommended height of 2-3 inches. 
• Fertilizer should be applied at the appropriate time of year, at least twice per year. 
• Please consult a gardening supply store for a fertilizer program recommendation. 

 
Seeds 

• Keep soil moist (be careful not to over water) until several weeks after seed 
germination. 

• Once grass begins to grow, reduce watering to 3-4 times per week. 
• Water in each area for approximately 1 hour. 
• Mow at recommended height of 2-3 inches. 
• Fertilizer should be applied at the appropriate time of year, at least twice per year. 
• Please consult a gardening supply store for a fertilizer program recommendation. 

 
Plantings 

• Water each plant for approximately one minute every other day for the first week. 
• Water twice a week during the growing season. 

 
Trees and Shrubs 

• Water every other day for the first week. 
• After the first week, water once a week if temps are below 85 degrees, twice a week if 

above 85 degrees. 
• Soak the trees and shrubs; do not just sprinkle the top of the mulch. Continue watering 

through the fall of the first year. 
• Fertilize in the spring. 
• Pull stakes and cut support wires after one year. 

 
 

  

Please refer to page titled Long Term Maintenance for guidelines 
and tips on how to Maintain your landscaping. 
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As your new lawn matures, proper maintenance is important and will result in an increasing 
beautiful setting year after year.  Listed below are general guidelines for the care of the lawn 
installed at your location.  Proper initial care is essential to ensure the establislunent of your 
new lawn.  The following guidelines include both initial and long term maintenance programs. 
 
Initial Maintenance 

 
LAWNS: 

• Sod:  For starters and most important, always remember that the sod in your yard is a 
perishable product. Lawns should be watered immediately after installation and good 
soil moisture maintained until sod is well rooted into the underlying soil, which usually 
takes from two to three weeks and will vary by season. Before the sod is rooted, it is 
easy to tell if enough water is applied by lifting a piece of sod.  The actual ground 
beneath the pad of sod should be soaking wet and checked daily. We know this will be 
an investment in water and time; however, this investment will pay off for years to 
come. After the turf begins to grow, reduce watering to 2-3 times per week to maintain 
adequate soil moisture level and mow at the recommended height as often as needed. 

 
• Seed: From the time of planting until several weeks after seed germination, the soil 

should be kept moist.  Care must be taken not to over water, as the seed will rot.  
Saturate the soil but do not continue watering to the point of runoff.  As seed develops 
and increases its root, regular watering should be continued enough so that moisture 
will penetrate below the surface.   After young grass has grown to a minimum height of 
3 inches, and before it reaches a maximum of 5 inches, it is recommended that grass be 
mowed to a height of 2-3 inches.  The first mowing should be performed with properly 
sharpened mower blades when the soil is moist but not wet, and grass leaves are dry 
but not wilted.  From this point forward, mowing should be performed as needed in a 
timely manner so that not more than 1/3 of the total leaf area of the grass is removed 
during any one cutting. It is further recommended that a mowing height of 2-3 inches be 
maintained, and that the water needs of the young grass be carefully monitored for the 
next 2 months. 

 
After the young grass has received its first mowing, it is recommended that it be 
fertilized with a complete fertilizer, such as 20-20-20, 10-10-10, or 5-10-etc., so Shrubs 
should be fertilized in the spring with an evergreen fertilizer such as "Holly Tone," for trees 
use 5-10-5 or fertilizer spikes-follow the directions on the package. 

 
Trim any broken or dead branches keep the tree stakes firmly driven into the ground and 
tighten the support wires as needed. Pull stakes and cut guys off after one year. 

  



Landscaping Maintenance Quick 
Reference Guide 

• Pruning: Pruning of trees and shrubs may not be required during the first year. Pruning 
should be done to preserve beauty, health, and safety.  The following is a list of some 
reasons a plant should be pruned. 
 
1) To remove all dead, diseased or broken branches and help prevent insects and decay 

organisms from entering the plant. 
2) To reduce size, when trees or shrubs are used for foundation planting and other 

landscape settings have become overgrown. 
3) To train young trees to develop the appropriate form for shade, street or specimen use. 
4) To remove dead flowers and seedpods. 
5) To rejuvenate a declining shrub, severe pruning will often produce vigorous growth in 

many species that appear dying. 
6) To make young shrubs bushier, some shrubs can be cut to the ground after the first 

year or two so that new shoots may develop from the base of the plant. 
7) To develop special form, as in hedge. 

 
• Weed and Pest Control: Plant beds and mulch areas should be properly maintained.  The 

areas should be weeded and the plants beds should have clean sharp edges.  Areas should 
be kept free of damaging diseases and pests.  Chemical treatments should be used only 
when necessary.   When chemical use is necessary the chemical that will do the job with the 
least toxicity and have the least residual effect should be used.  Chemicals should be applied 
by a licensed certified applicator, as per manufactures specifications and in accordance with 
all applicable laws and standards. 
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Long Term Maintenance 
 
LAWNS: 
• Basic Fertilization: 

• You can have your soil tested to determine your lawn's fertilizer needs. Laboratory tests 
will determine the amount and kind of fertilizer needed for your particular soil.  Soil can 
be tested by the University of Maryland.  
You can contact the laboratory by calling (301) 405-1349 or writing to: 

Soil Testing Laboratory 
Department of Agronomy The University of Maryland  
College Park, Maryland 20742 

 
• If you cannot have your soil analyzed, follow the general recommendations given below 

or consult a gardening supply store for a fertilizer program recommendation Remember 
that fertilizer must be spread evenly. 
 
• Spring-March 

Pre-Emergent Weed Control 
Fertilizer: 16-4-8 (slow release) or similar to provide lawn green-up 

 
• Late spring-April 

Post-Emergent Weed Control with slow release fertilizer 
 

• Early Summer-June/Early July 
Fertilizer: 10-6-4 (organic) to continue proper lawn feeding 

 
• Fall-September 

Aerate and over seed (if required)  
Seed should be applied at a rate of 3-4 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. 
Fertilizer: 19-19-19 

 
Many general reference books are available to assist you in the proper care and maintenance of your 
landscaping.  The landscape series published by Ortho Books provides complete and comprehensive 
guides which are a valuable resource for the public.  These books are generally available at retail garden 
centers or bookstores near you. 
 
We hope that the above information is of assistance to you and that your landscaping provides you with 
many years of enjoyment. 


